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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Pursuant to the Duty to Disclose under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a), applicant encloses herewith a 
copy of Form PTO-1449 listing patent documents relevant to the background of the invention 
described and claimed in the above-identified application. Inclusion of a document on the list 
does not necessarily imply that that document is prior art. Please note that WO0043366 is 
related to EP1 153920 and US6797823 and that W09717329 is related to EP0860433 and 
US6143764. Copies of the two corresponding patents/applications for each PCT application are 
included. The corresponding documents (in English) have been included in order to facilitate an 
understanding of the international (PCT) applications, which are in Japanese. For the 
convenience of the Examiner, copies of the listed non-U.S. patent documents are enclosed. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the enclosed references in 
determining the patentability of the claimed invention. Applicant also requests that the Examiner 
return a copy of enclosed Form PTO-1449 with initials or other marks indicating that the 
references have been so considered. If any fee is due, please charge/credit deposit account no. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: "Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" on July 14, 2008. 
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